Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:
Table Talk:
Spiritual conversation starters for families

2 Corinthians 8: 1-15:  Week of October 28, 2012
Why did Paul praise the giving practices of the Macedonian churches?

How have you been generous with the resources God has given you?  Where have you held back into giving to others?

How do you benefit from being generous to others?

In the light of what Jesus has done for us, how does that motivate you to be giving toward others?

Is God more concerned about the amount we give to others, or is he more concerned about the growth of our hearts in the process?  Why?

In this last week, how have you been generous to other people with your money, time, gifts, possessions, etc.?  How can you be generous in this next week?

Family Activity:

As a family, look for an opportunity to be extravagantly generous and give the gift that will immediately help someone in need.  Talk about your experience and what God did in it to bless you.
Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper:
Sermon follow up study for individuals, couples, and groups

2 Corinthians 8: 1-15:  Week of October 28, 2012

With what are you generous:  your money? Time? Talents? Toys?  With what are you stingy?

From 1 Corinthians 16: 1-4 (written about a year earlier) and Romans 15: 25-27 (written either during or shortly after Paul had revisited Corinth), why was this collection taken?

What you learn about the Macedonians from their giving?  In light of the struggles in Corinth, why would Paul draw their attention to the Macedonian example?  What would this test of generosity reveal?

What principles about giving you observe from this passage?

How can you excel in the grace of giving?

What from Jesus’ example (verse 9) prompts you to be generous with your money, time, and energy?  What inhibits you?

How can the equality principle (verses 13-15) help you decide what cause need your immediate attention?  What does the principal say about getting your own needs met?

